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...\ Breneatt. 
| Monthly. 


1 \« Bharat Shramajivi”’ vase 
. Gramyata Prakashika 


° ; U 4 ~ apSipic ae sag 
“4. hs ones Fortnightly. 


‘ Sansodhini ”’ ao 
‘¢Purva Pratidhwani’’ ... 
Weekly. 

‘‘ Ananda Bazar Patriké ”’ a ne Calcutta 
“ Arya Darpan ” viae Ditto 

‘‘ Bharat Bandhu ”’ Ditto 

‘‘ Bharat Mihir” Mymensingh 
‘‘ Bengal Advertiser” Calcutta 


Calcutta 
Comercolly 


Chittagong 


20th June 1881. 
Ditto 


20th ditto. 
lst July 1881. 


Zlst June 18381. 


‘‘ Bardwan Sanjivani”’ 

‘¢ Chéruvarta”’ 

‘¢ Dacca Prakash”’ 

‘¢Kdueation Gazette’... 

“ Halisahar Prak4éshika”’ ... 

‘“ Hindu Ranjika”’ 

‘‘ Medini”’ on 

‘¢ Murshidabad Patrik&”’... 
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‘* Pratikar”’ 

‘‘Rungpore Dik Prakash” 

‘‘ Sadharani”’ or 
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‘ Som Prakash ”’ 

* Sudhakar ” 
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eee ' 
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Calcutta 
Beauleah, Réjshéhye... 
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Ditto 
Calcutta 
Sylhet 
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Kakinia, Rungpore ... 
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.. | Calcutta 
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Mymensing 
Calcutta 
Sylhet 
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21st 

20th 
26th 
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26th 
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30th 


19th & 26th June 1881. 
22nd June 1881. 
ditto. 


27th 


25th 
27th 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


“Samvad Prabhakar” 
‘“‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya”’ 


‘Samachar Chandrika” 
‘“* Banga Vidya Prakashiké” 
‘* Prabhati”’ 


Calcutta 
Ditto 


24th to 27th June 188]. 

20th & 22nd to 24th June & 28th June 
to Ist July. 
2nd July i881. 

22nd to S4th June 1881. 
Ist July 188). 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


‘Samachar Sudhabarsan ” 


ENGLISH aND URDU. 


Weekly. 
66 Urdu Guide’”’ a 
Hinpt. 
Weekly. 
‘‘ Behar Bandhu”’ 
“ Bharat Mitra ”’ 
‘Sar Sudhanidhi”’ 
‘“Uchit Bakta” nm 
PrerRsiax. 
Weekly. 
* Jam-Jahan-numa ” 
Urvv. 
Weekly. 
‘‘ Akhbar-i-Darussaltanat” 
ASSAMESE. 
Monthly. 
‘* Assam Vildsini ” 


is i 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Bankipore, Patna 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Sibsagar 


25th June 1881. 


23rd June 1881, 
ditto. 


27th 


25th _— ditto. 


24th _— ditto. 
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NAVAVIBHAKAB, 
June 20th, 1881. 


Cuaro Varta, 
June 20th, 1881. 
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June 2) st, 1881. 
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June 27th, 1881. 
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POLITICAL. 


Rareszine to the outbreak of hostilities in Afghanistan, the Navanithy. 
kar, of the 20th June, discusses the chances of 
success a8 between Ayub Khan and Abdy 
Rahman, and the further question as to whether the British Governomey 
should interfere in the affairs of that State. The Editor is of opinion the 
although Ayub appears for the present to possess both influence with the 
sirdars and troops to fight for him, he is nevertheless in want of funds; ang 
this is certain in the end, considering the strong love of gold which 
characterizes the Afghans, to lead to defection among his followers. 
regards the second point for consideration, it is clear the British Govern. 
ment should not interfere in the affairs of Afghanistan. They evacuated the 
country with a full knowledge of the probability of a civil war breaking out 
among the Afghans as soon as British troops were withdrawn from it. 
Government has not moreover pledged itself to defend the Amir against 
any internal foe; nor should he be assisted wita money. India has 
already paid an enormous sum as her share of the war expenditure, and should 
now be allowed some breathing time. Her finances are notin a pros. 
perous condition. The fear of Russia, which is the cause of all attempts at 
interference with Afghan affairs, is utterly groundless. 

2. The Charu Vartd, of the 20th June, thus concludes an article 
headed ‘ Russia and Central Asia” :— 
India has nothing to fear from a foreign 
foe. The sword of Damocles hangs over the head of the Emperor 
Alexander 111, and this is not the time for him to think of any scheme 
of territorial aggrandizement. How to establish peace in the empire by 
exterpating sedition has now become his chief ground of anxiety. There 
is again the peace party which has now appeared in Russia, whose object 
it is to prevent any outbreak cf hostiities in Central Asia. It is our firm 
conviction that the new Czar is not the man to forget the lesson which 
remains inscribed for his benefit upon the ruins of the Roman Empire. 

3. The Bharat Mihir, of the 21st June, discusses in an eloquently 
written article the causes which have brought 
about the present political isolation of 
England. Why does England, asks the writer, occupy at the present time 
an isolated position among the powers of Europe? Why is she becoming 
gradually reduced to the status of a second rate power? She yet possesses 
her invincible navy. The saying remains as true as ever that the sun never 
sets upon Her Majesty’s dominions. Nor have Englishmen lost ther 
patriotism and love of independence. What is it then that accounts for the 
present position of England ? The answer is short—‘ A, selfish policy ry 
responsible for all this. By following a policy of neutrality when Ger- 
many carried war into the heart of France, England lost the friendship o 
France her old ally. The attitude she maintained during the Russo-Turkish 
war was the cause of Turkey’s displeasure. An equally selfish policy W% 
followed when the British Government made war upon the late Aut 
Shere Ahi of Afghanistan. England will continue to suffer from political 
isolation until she learns to be more generous to her allies. If she means 
regain her political ascendency on the continent, it will not do for ber 
keep aloof from continental politics. 


4. The Som Prukdsh, of the 27th June, publishes the substance y 
The opium monopoly. the debate in Parliament on the subject of #¢ 


, | oplum monopoly. ‘The Editor advocates us 
discontinuance, and suggests that the loss of revenue which will be com 


quent upon the adoption of this measure should be made good by reducil3 
the Indian army charges which are at present extravagant. 


Troubles in Afghanistan. 


Russa in Central Asia. 


The political isolation of England. 
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5. Referring to the outbreak of civil war in Afghanistan, the Sdr 
jihad Sudhdnidhi, of the 27th June, dwells on the 
ostream aes difficulties of the position in which the British 
Government is placed in this matter. It cannot interfere openly on behalf 
of any party. Negotiations are of course impossible with Ayub Khan, who 
will most likely, in such an event, demand the release of his brother Yakub 
Khan. ‘There is only one way out of the difficulty, namely, that the British 
Government should secretly assist Abdur Rahman with money and arms 
whenever he might have occasion to require such assistance. 


Pusriic ADMINISTRATION. 


6° A correspondent of the Sddhdranit of the 19th June, describes in 
a long letter the state of affairs in the Meher- 
pore Municipality. The wmiter begins by 
pointing out how, in almost every municipality in the mofussil, it is the 
poor only that are subjected to heavy taxation, and with what impunity the 
Commissioners and other influential inhabitants infringe the provisions of the 
municipal bye-laws. The high tax on carts lately imposed by the Commis- 
sioners of the Meherpore Municipality has checked the free supply of 
fodder which so long used to come to Meherpore from adjacent villages. 
Besides the tax, the cartmen are obliged to make small payments to the 
municipal constables, who would otherwise put them to additional trouble 
‘and expense by impounding their cart bullocks. The house tax has been 
most inequitably assessed, and is in many cases levied twice over from the 
same person. Appeals are, as a rule, ineffectual. The writer here gives 
the names of the persons who have thus had to pay their taxes for a 
particular quarter of the year twice over. The introduction of the municipal 
system has not conferred the least benefit upon tne inhabitants of Meher- 
pore. While in order to raise the necessary funds, they are subjected to 
so much oppression, the roads and drains remain in as unsatisfactory a state 
as ever. 

7. The Paridarshak, of the 19th June, makes the following observa- 
tions in reference to the orders of the 
Secretary of State regarding the salaries of 
the High Court Judges:—We are pained to read these orders. It is 
exceedingly to be regretted that the authorities in India have not yet been 
able to give effect to the gracious promise contained in Her Majesty’s 
proclamation that: all classes of her subjects, irrespective of their creed or 
colour, should be treated equally. It was nevertheless believed that the 
liberals would prove more favourable to the people of India than the 
Conservatives. ‘The orders of the Secretary of State have therefore caused 
great disappointment. By thus directing a reduction to be made in the 
salaries of the Native Judges of the High Court, Lord Hartington has 
_ put an affront upon the whole people of India, while laying himself open 

to the charge of partiality and narrowness of heart. 

8. The following observations are extracted from an article in the 

— : Navavibhakar of the 20th June :—For various 
of ta aga and the Magistrate reasons the people feel greater respect for 
Civilian Judges than for Civilian Magistrates. 

Whether it is owing to anything in the judgment seat itself, a respect for 
the law, greater experience and consequent change in his disposition, or to 
advanced years, a Civilian Judge is generally found to be a man of more 
sedate disposition and judicial frame of mind than a Civilian Magistrate. 
Chere are of course exceptions like Messrs. Kirkwood, Clay and others, 
why, whether as Magistrates or Judges, are well known to the High Court. 


The Meherpore Municipality. 


Salaries of the High Court Judges. 
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The High Court, however, does not possess any direct authority to ingic 
punishments upon them, save by way of censure. The power of punish. 
ment is vested in the Lieutenant-Governor. If he did not punish th. 
person who deserved punishment, nothing would come of the censure of 
the High Court, even if it were repeated a hundred times over. In India 
the increase of the powers of the executive officers of Government ha 
gone on with a corresponding decrease of those of the High Conn, YW, 
do not believe that the High Court possesses the almost all pervading 
authority. which was vested in the old Supreme Court. The Ware, 
Hastings of the present day do not show much regard for the authority of 
the present Impeys. Considerable benefit would have resulted if the ¢op. 
scientious Judges of the High Court of the present day possessed the almost 
absolute authority enjoyed by the old Supreme Court Judges. The power 
of censure vested in the High Court is not sufficient for the purpose of 
punishment. The Lieutenant-Governor who possesses the real power is 
himself a Civilian, and finds it difficult to get rid of a partiality to Civilians. 
This it is which accounts for the immunity enjoyed by them from punish. 
ment. What else but this is the cause of the irrepressible high-handedness 
of the Kirkwoods, the Clays, the Mosleys, the D’Oyleys, and the Worsleys? § 
The Editor then refers to the action of Mr. Alexander, the Magistrate of 
Mymensing, who, in the teeth of a decision of the High Court in their 
favour, has dismissed two police officcrs from the public service, and has 
farther placed on record his grounds for disregarding the orders of the 
Judges. His conduct is extremely disrespectful to the High Court, and has 
produced in the minds of the publica combined feeling of wonder, fear, 
and indignation. It now remains to be seen whether Sir Ashley Eden will 
uphold the dignity of the Law and the High Court. 


9. The same paper is gratified to read that Government will hence- 


iis sebelah ieee forth purchase for its own use all articles of 
native manufacture in this country. This wil 
offer a stimulus to native manufacturing industries. The scope of the arrange- 


ment may be extended with advantage, so as to include all articles of European 
manufacture also. These may be purchased in the local market at rates 
lower than those charged by the Secretary of State. The question regarding 
the payment of a commission to the suppliers here will be easily disposed 
of when it is considered that a commission has similarly to be paid m 


Kngland, and that further the Store Department of the India Office is an 
expensive machinery for the purpose. 


10. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 20th June, remarks that, in 


i alicia men utter disregard of the feelings of the people 


3 of this country, Government is gradually 
enhancing the rigor of the Criminal Procedure Code. This fact has induced 


many able native pleaders in the mofussil to forma resolution never 10 
place their services at the disposal of the prosecution in a criminal ca®. 
Government, however, is not content with only increasing the rigor of its 
criminal law, but proposes making a distinction between Native and 
European offenders in the matter of punishment. There is already an 10- 


vidious distinction made in favour of European culprits; and this is now 4 
be emphasized. | | 


11. The same paper remarks that injurious consequences are likely # 
das teil andi result from the system that has now beet 
introduced of selling the right of levying pou 

The auction purchasers will seek by every meals 


Nn increased receipts, at resai02 
and breaches of the peace. receipts, and this will lead to opp 


fees by public auction. 
in their power to obtai 
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12. The same paper refers to the inconvenience which the | 
Inconvenience of pilgrims at the number of pilgrims who yearly go with therr 
shrine of Baidyanath. families to visit the shrine of Baidyanath are 
nt to owing to the difficulty of procuring lodgings in the town of Baidya- 
nath itself. ‘The shrine is about five miles distant from the railway station, 
and the pilgrims have to leave their lodgings near,the station in the morning 
3 as to be able to return thereto in the afternoon. ‘This causes great incon- 
venience, particularly to the children who are generally taken to this place of 
pilgrimage. Government does not allow any pilgrim to put up at Baidya- 
nath. ven if free permission were given to take lodgings on the grounds 
a license on the east side of the Karumnasa, there would be still some relief. 
Here must be taken out for every lodging-house giving shelter to a specified 
number of pilgrims, and this number is never allowed to be exceeded. 
Sir Ashley Eden is asked to attend to this matter, as well as to enquire 
whether there is any truth in the allegation so commonly made that the 
Magistrate is in the habit of visiting the shrine without putting off his shoes. 
This, if true, should be stopped. Of course the Editor does not wish it to be 
understood that the officer should go barefooted, but what he asks is whether 
it is necessary for the Magistrate to visit the shrine at all. 
13. The Chéru Vartd, of the 20th June, protests vigorously against the 
Reduction of the salaries of the High Orders of the Secretary of State regarding the 
| Court Judges. reduction of the salaries of the Native Judges 
in the High Courts in this country. There would not be much objection 
to any proposal to cut down the salaries of Government officers, both Native 
and European, all round; but it is not sound statesmanship to make an 
invidious distinction between them. That persons doing the same work, and 
filling a post of equal responsibility, should be paid at different rates, is an 
idea which is unworthy of a civilized Government. It is to be regretted that 
the distinction in the matter of pay between Huropeans and Natives, which 
was inaugurated by Lord Lytton, is now to be perpetuated and recognized 
in all departments of the Administration. The effect of the orders now pro- 
mulgated by the Secretary of State will be to lower the prestige of the High 
Court, and bring about a deterioration of the bench. 


14. A correspondent of the same paper remarks that fearful oppres- 
sions are committed by the planters on the 
labourers in the tea plantations in Cachar. 
The condition of these poor and helpless creatures is not a whit better than 
that of the victims of the once powerful indigo planters of Bengal, The 
only difference is that the former have neither a Dinobandhu Mitra nor a 
Long to proclaim their woes to the world. 


15. The Sansodhint, of the 20th June, makes the following observa- 
— enn tions regarding Mr. Fasson, the Settlement 


The tea gardens in Cachar. 


Officer of Chittagong:—Mr. Fasson remains 


in the court one hour on some days and half an hour on others. Even this 
little time he generally spends in drawing pictures. No business can be 
transacted in the settlement office without dancing attendance there for ten 
days, where one day would be enough for the purpose. If there is an appeal 
from the decision of the Deputy or the Sub-Deputy Collector, there is no 
knowing when orders will be passed upon it. We would ask Government to 
transfer Mr. Fasson to some other department. 


16. The same paper dwells on the wretched and dirty condition of the 
Sea: roads under the Chittagong Municipality, and 
, are Seeeery: the perfunctory manner in which the Commis- 

ioners do their work. The introduction of the elective system into this 
place is suggested by the Editor. 
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17. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 21st June, remarks that, although 
Government raises a large revenue from ast 
East Bengal neglected by Govern. Bengal, yet has it done very little for this 
ment. part of 
the country. How many times have the suoces. 
sive Viceroys within the last twenty years honoured it with a visit? If there 
was a railway to it, it is possible the people of Hast Bengal would hay. 
occasionally feasted their eyes with the sight of a Viceroy out on a huntiy 
excursion. Most of the native reformers of Calcutta have their homes in Pag 
Bengal, while the Calcutta University counts some of its best graduates 
among the East Bengal youth, and yet there is only one college here. 
The elective system of municipal self-government has not been yet introduced 
into Dacca, a boon which has been conferred upon even such a small tow, 
as Serampore. Nawab Abdul Guni has done much for this town, but what 
has she received at the hands of Government? How many good roads are 
there in East Bengal? The amount expended last year on public works 
in the Dacca district was smaller than that which was expended in Burdwan 
and Midnapore. The want of railway communication is the cause of half 
the misery of East Bengal. The Editor then proceeds to exhort Goven- 
ment toexpedite the construction of a railway from Goalundo to Mymen- 
sing ; and if the State is not in a position to advance the necessary funds, 


to make over the project to private enterprise, as has been recently done 
in a few cases. 


18. In an article on the reduction of the salaries of the High Court 
Judges, the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 21st 
June, makes observations similar to those 
noticed in paragraph 8. 


19. The Sahachar, of the 22nd June, regrets to have to notice that the 
a Circulars and Rules which are issued by the 

Costs of litigation in the High High Court under the Acts of the Legislature 
often produce great hardship upon litigants. 

The Judges now seem to be actuated by one motive, namely, the adoption of 
measures for checking litigation. The matter, however, is quite outside 
their province; it is for the executive officers of Government, and not for 
the Judges, to consider whether or not it is necessary to check litigation. 
The latter are paid for administering justice, and, so long as they receive 
their pay, should do their work without troubling themselves with enquines 
as to whether the value of a suit is small or large. It is therefore exceed- 
ingly to be regretted that the High Court is gradually making litigation 
so expensive that it is impossible for the poor to obtain justice. The cosis 
of translation, the peons’ fees, the costs for the execution of decrees, have 
all increased enormously. It behoves Government to consider whether 
the Judges of the High Court work as hard as they themselves expect the 


subordinate judicial officers to do. The fact is, the Judges only work for 
five days in the week. ) 


20. The same paper, in a long article, comments on the statement made 

Sir Ashley Eden and the Press CY the Hindu Patriot that Sir Ashley Eden 

Act. . is not the author of the Vernacular Pres 

Act. According to the Editor the enact 

ment of the press law was due to Sir John Strachey and the present 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and no amount of explanatioa on. the 

of the Patriot, which has always laboured to build up the reputation of 

Sir Ashley Eden, will remove this impression from the public mind. 47 
fact is Bengalis have found out Sir Ashley Eden, and he is himself 


0 
blame for the unpopularity which he has incurred. They had expecta 
much from him, but they have been disappointed. 


Reduction of the salaries of the 
High Court Judges. 


'. 


91. The same paper, in another article, expresses his opinion that it 
is not desirable that a Civilian should be 
appointed Governor of Madras or Bombay. 
The Civilians as administrators of large Presi- 
Jencies are marked failures. The post of Governor of Madras, which has 
now fallen vacant, should be conferred upon some statesman in England. 
The Editor would be sorry to see Sir Ashley promoted to the office. 

99. The Bharat Mitra, of the 23rd June, does not believe that it will 


; be possible to effect any considerable savings 
anges tog salaries of the by cutting down the salaries of the High 
" Court Judges who are only few in number. 
A reduction of salaries all round would be the better plan. 
93. The same paper, in an article headed the rigor of the Criminal 
seicaieats ican ai Procedure Code, makes observations similar 
ocaies : to those noticed in paragraph 10. 
94. The Urdu Guide, of the 25th June, is gratified to learn that a 


| __ Mahomedan Judge is at length going to be 

—— Judge in the High appointed to the High Court, and that 

ond Mr. Amir Ali has been selected for the office. 

The appointment of a Mahomedan Judge to the bench of the High Court 
has been long advocated by this journal. 

95. The Ocht Bakid, of the 25th June, remarks that, if the natives 


of this country can agree among themselves 


Sir Ashley Eden and the Governor- 
ship of Madras. 


There is no fear where there is 


me and maintain a unity of sentiment on all ques- 

tions, the Press Act, the Arms Act, or any 
other obnoxious public measure will produce the least hardship. The 
fault lies in the people themselves. Why cannot they, for instance, pledge 
themselves to discontinue the use of foreign goods? 


26. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, ofthe 26th June, directs 


the attention of Government to the increase 
of drunkenness among the inhabitants of 
the village of Panchdona, which has been caused by the setting up therein 


ofa still. Liquor has been cheapened, and there is consequently great 
demoralization. 


A still set up at Panchdona. 


EDUCATION. 

27. We make the following extracts from an article in the Parzdarshak 
of the 19th June :—Our readers will be sorry 
3 to hear that the expelled students of the 
Sibpore Engineering College have applied to Government for re-admission, 
and expressed their regret at what they had done. They admit they did 
Wrong and ask for pardon. Now we are sorry that we were ever led to 
disgrace the columns of this journal by advocating their cause. They now 
retract all that they said before: one cannot therefore help charging them 
with making statements which were false. They have brought disgrace 
upon the nation, and it behoves Government to refuse these men, who are 
found guilty of insubordination and falsehood, re-admission into the college. 
The attitude taken up in this question by the Hindu Patriot is not surprising, 
ind for his services to Sir Ashley Eden on the present occasion, the 
Editor will doubtless have some titles of distinction conferred upon him 
in addition to those he possesses at present. It cannot be that the boys 
ave through fear of punishment withdrawn their memorial. What had 
they to fear? The decision passed by the local authorities was not one 
which could not be appealed against to superior authority. A little more 
patience on their part would have resulted in success. This despicable 
‘ction of the boys has indeed saved the reputation of Sir Ashley Eden, but it 
has brought a stigma upon the Bengali character. 


The Sibpore Engineering College. 
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28. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 21st June, refers to the iNconyen}. 
Middle Class Vernacular Scholar- CNC which many teachers in ; village Schools 

ship Examination. are put to, owing to the practice on the art 
of the educational authorities of publishing in English lists of text-book 
which may be appointed for the Middle Class Vernacular Scholarship Exay;. 
nation. Most of these men do not know that language. It would be 
better if the lists were published in Bengali. The number of books aoaj, 
is large, nor are the subjects, mostly scientific, easy of comprehension to the 
boys. Then, in the selection of text-books by the boys, certain sub-depy 
inspectors, it is said, insist on the use of certain books and the exclusion of 
others, although according to the rules it is quite optional with the canjj. 
dates to take up the one or the other. There is also something to be said 
regarding the manner of appointing examiners. At present these ar 
selected from among the inspectors and the teachers in Government schools 
only. Justice, however, requires that the poor teachers of the Government 
aided schools also should be allowed some share of the benefit. In conc). 
sion, it is urged that the time when the examination is held should be changed, 
The period before the Doorga Poojah is the proper one for this purpose, 

29. The Som Prakash regrets to have to observe that the decision of 
the Lieutenant-Governor in the Sibpore case 
has not given satisfaction. Sir Ashley Eden 
has not been able in the present instance to show that patience, gravity and 
love of justice which always characterize his decisions in all cases of dispute 
between Europeans and Natives. His letter to the Director of Public 
Instruction was evidently written under the influence of anger. He begins 
by thanking Mr. Croft; itis, however, hard to see how thanks could be 
due to Mr. Croft for doing what was plamly his duty to do. The fact of 
complaints having been made against Mr. Fouracres, and not against any 
other professors, clearly shows that the boys were maltreated by him. What 
else could they do under the circumstances but appeal to superior authority? 
Wherein was their conduct to blame? The Lieutenant-Governor has fallen 
into an error when he takes the native papers to task for the encouragement 
they are supposed to have given to the disaffected students. Not one of the 
native journals ever wrote anything which might encourage the boys in the 
commission of anything which might be regarded as improper. ‘This attack 
on native papers is an outcome of the displeasure with which they are alway: 
viewed by His Honor. It is idle on his part to attempt a justification of 
the difference of treatment in the matter of house accommodation respect 
ively extended to Native and Eurasian students of the Sibpore College. 
The fact is too glaring to be capable of being denied. In conclusion, the 
Editor is gratified to find that the boys have been after all pardoned by the 
Lieutenant-Governor. } 
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